Regional website has new look

April 19, 2007

Fredericksburg, VA – The Fredericksburg Regional Alliance (FRA), a public-private marketing organization representing the City of Fredericksburg and the counties of Caroline, King George, Spotsylvania and Stafford, is pleased to announce the launch of its newly redesigned regional economic development website.  

Located at the same web address www.fra-yes.org visitors have immediate access to regional demographics, economic statistics, commercial real estate information, and local news affecting the region’s economy.  Additionally, many interactive features are incorporated to provide further insight into the greater Fredericksburg Market and customized reports and studies on the region are available for download as well.  

The goal of the redesigned website is to allow visitors the ability to quickly find pertinent information on the Fredericksburg Region while at the same time providing a visual glimpse into the culture, character, and quality of life available in the area.  Online video testimonials featuring local business leaders and elected officials are available for viewing and provide fresh perspective from both the public and private sector regarding the business climate in the region.  Custom reports and studies on the Fredericksburg Region are available and can be downloaded for further use.  

The 2006 Economic Profile, which highlights the high-tech, health care, and professional business service industries as well as the economic impact of the region’s three military bases is available online.  So is the 2006 Commuter Labor Study, conducted by the GMU Center for Regional Analysis, which provides in depth insight into the commuting segment of the region’s workforce and their attitudes toward commuting and their desire to work closer to home. 
In order to better provide brokers and companies alike with accurate and updated commercial real estate information, the Fredericksburg Regional Alliance (FRA) has partnered with LoopNet Inc. to “power” our Regional Site and Building Database.  This strategic alliance will assist local brokers, owners, and investors to increase national exposure of their listings.  “By leveraging the resources of Loopnet, local real estate professionals can increase exposure of their listings through LoopNet’s national database of over 1,000 commercial real estate firms and 1.75 million registered users,” noted Jeff Dowdell, Director of Marketing & Business Recruitment at the FRA.  By forming this partnership, the Alliance has added over 380 listings to the regional Sites and Building database representing over 2.8 million sq. ft. of commercial property for lease and over $650 million of properties for sale.  Most importantly, any premium listing utilizing LoopNet’s online service will be automatically added and updated to the FRA Regional Site and Building Database.  

“This strategic partnership will fundamentally expand the exposure of the region’s commercial inventory to interested companies looking at the Fredericksburg Region for expansion opportunities and provide an integrated and region wide online marketing solution to brokers, owners, and investors with property in the Fredericksburg Region,” continues Dowdell. 

“We are extremely confident the new website will be a very significant asset in promoting the Fredericksburg region,” said Gene Bailey, President of the Fredericksburg Regional Alliance.  Across America over 15,000 communities are competing for jobs and capital investment and site consultants and company executives are increasingly using the Internet to eliminate communities.  “Therefore, it is absolutely vital that the Fredericksburg Region has a first-class website that provides extensive community information to corporate executives around the globe 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days of the year,” continues Bailey.  Currently, the website receives 38,000 visitors a month, the Alliance hopes through increased marketing and new strategic partnerships, the new site will reach 50,000 hits a month in the near future.

“The Alliance, including our public and private sector investors, look forward to the continued success of branding the Fredericksburg region as an emerging employment center ripe with opportunities for both existing companies to grow and expand and for new companies to locate and set up shop,” stated Gene Bailey. 

About The Fredericksburg Regional Alliance.

The Fredericksburg Regional Alliance (FRA) is a public-private economic development marketing partnership created to provide CEOs, presidents, corporate real estate executives, facility planners, and site selection consultants with a single source for comprehensive demographic, economic, and commercial real estate information on the Fredericksburg Region -- which includes the City of Fredericksburg and the counties of Caroline, King George, Spotsylvania, and Stafford -- while also providing a wide range of services designed to facilitate the site selection process.

For information regarding the Fredericksburg Regional economy and the services available at the Fredericksburg Regional Alliance please visit http://www.fra-yes.org/ or call (540) 361-7373.
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